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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  8,  1952 
Letter  No.  516 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


A  recent  reminder  of  the  popularity  of  remote  "broadcasts  of 
market  news  prompted  us  to  ask  E,  J.  "Mike"  Kowell  and  the  market  news 
folks  in  PMA  to  give  us  a  progress  report  on  such  activities.    They  tell 
us  that  at  present  more  than  20  radio  stations  "broadcast  USDA  market  re- 
ports direct  from  local  market  news  offices.    These  "broadcasts  are  voiced 
"by  the  men  who  gather  the  information  -  information  which  goes  out  later 
in  mimeographed  form  to  wire  services,  local  newspapers  and  other  radio 
stations.    Each  program  started  at  the  request  of  a  radio  station.  The 
"pickups"  enable  the  covering  reporter  to  present  a  first-hand  report  on 
price,  supply,  demand,  quality,  movement  and  many  other  factors  concern- 
ing the  market. 

In  all  cases  the  radio  stations  pay  line  costs  and  apparently 
feel  that  the  on-the-spot  "broadcasts  are  well  worthy  of  this  relatively 
small  cost.    Most  of  the  programs  are  now  presented  during  the  noon  hour* 
although  some  covering  the  estimated  receipts  of  livestock  are  presented 
shortly  after  six  a.m. 


Livestock  market  "broadcasts  are  presented  "by  remote  control 
from  USDA  offices  over  1^  stations,  which  range  in  power  from  250  to  50 
thousand  watts.    Most  of  the  programs  are  "broadcast  once  a  day.  WOW, 
Omaha.,  Nebraska,  and  KEQ,  Spokane,  Washington,  each  have  remote  control 
programs  twice  a  day.    KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  have  such  programs 
four  times  daily. 

"Pick-ups"  covering  fruit  and  vegetable  markets  are  made  from 
local  USDA  offices  over  7  stations.    At  Jackson,  Mississippi,  the  program 
on  l/RBC  covers  not  only  fruits  and  vegetables  but  poultry  and  eggs.  Many 
other  programs  feature  information  on  several  commodities.    In  the  Fruit 
and  Vegetable  Market  News  Office  at  Philadelphia,  John  Capus,  the  market 
news  reporter,  telephones  a  report  to  WKDN  at  Camden,  New  Jersey.  The 
telephone  conversation  is  recorded  on  tape  and  broadcasted  about  k^> 
minutes  later. 

Remote  control  broadcasts  from  two  of  the  Production  and  Market- 
ing Administration's  Area  Information  offices  provide  wide  commodity  and 
market  coverage.    For  example,  the  report  carried  by  WSB,  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
covers  livestock,  dairy  and  poultry,  fruit  and  vegetables,  cotton  and 
tobacco,  in  season.    Similar  market-wide  coverage  on  several  commodities 
is  also  provided  direct  from  the  USDA  office  over  WFAA,  Dallas,  Texas. 
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Pitch  On  Farm  Labor 

Knowing  you  are  always  interested  in  getting  ideas  and  facts 
cn  problems  of  the  day,  here  is  a    pitch  on  farm  labor  that  just  crossed 
the  desk.    Boiling  it  down.,  it  stacks  up  this  wajr.    Apparently  the  loss 
of  farm  workers  to  industry  and  commerce  has  been  from  three  to  four 
times  as  groat  as  the  net  loss  to  the  armed  services,    However,  of  those 
going  into  the  armed  services  a  big  percentage  have  been  farm  operators. 

The  United  States  Employment  Service  and  its  affiliated  State 
Employment  Agencies,  which  is  responsible  for  the  recruitment  of  farm 
labor  to  most  both  year-round  and  seasonal  farm  manpower  needs,  has  asked 
the  Department  to  make  a  frank  appraisal  of  the  farm  manpower  situation. 
Also,  to  make  suggestions  for  meeting  the  problems. 

Power  Use  Decisions 

A  short  follow-up  on  that  Farm  Production  Electric  Power  Use 
Conference  in  St.  Louis  last  week.    Probably  the  most  significant  result 
was  the  decision  by  co-op  people  to  undertake  State  and  local  programs 
designed  to  give  farmers  fuller  information  about  use  of  electricity  on 
the  farmstead.    Representatives  at  the  meeting  felt  electric  power  pro- 
mised to  be  our  most  promising  tool  in  helping  farmers  meet  1952 1 s  agri- 
cultural goals,  despite  the  manpower  shortage. 

PEA's  representatives  and  those  from  the  States  discussed  tech- 
niques to  be  applied  to  such  campaigns,  especially  on  local  and  State 
levels.    They're  counting  heavily  on  radio  stations,  especially  those  with 
BFD's,  to  help  tell  the  story. 

Luc lie  Holmes,  PEA,  reports  that  Ted  Mangner,  KMCX,  gave  fine 
cooperation.    He  also  taped  interviews  with  delegates  from  ten  States  for 
use  on  his  program.    Many  of  you  may  be  interested  in  arranging  inter- 
views with  the  delegates  from  your  State,    You  can  get  their  names  from 
your  nearest  rural  electric  co-op,  or  from  the  State  association  of  elec- 
tric cooperatives. 

Grasslands'  Quotes 

From  the  first  issue  of  the  Grassland  Newsletter,  being  put  out 
by  the  Department,  comes  this  bit  of  fact  that  may  be  useful  in  your  grass- 
land promotion:     "if  23 0  million  acres  of  this  country's  open  grassland 
and  an  additional  70  million  acres  of  abandoned  and  submarginal  cropland 
were  converted  to  improved  pastures,  they  could  produce  an  additional  10 
to  15  million  tons  of  beef.    More  than  double  the  present  annual  beef 
supply  for  the  whole  country." 

From  another  recent  talk  by  the  Department's  Dr.  W.  M.  Myers, 
maker  of  that  statement,  comes  the  fact  that"  our  grasslands  provide  the 
largest  undeveloped  potential  for  increased  production  in  the  United 
States."    Those  wanting  a  copy  of  that  talk  may  have  it  for  the  asking. 
Title  is  "Grassland  Potentials  and  The  Grassland  Program. " 
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Heavier  Nitrogen  Use  Pays 

Looks  like  the  recommendation  for  heavier  doses  of  nitrogen  in 
relation  to  phosphate  on  corn  is  in  order  for  '52.    A  recent  statement  of 
the  fertilizer  folks  of  the  National  Soil  and  Fertilizer  Research  Commit- 
tee points  out  that  on  the  average,  farmers  don't  apply  as  much  nitrogen 
in  relation  to  phosphates  as  is  needed  to  get  maximum  yield  increases. 
Figures  show  many  operators  only  apply  one -fourth  as  much  nitrogen  as 
phosphate  when  local  conditions  indicate  the  two  should  "be  applied  in 
equal  proportion, 

Nitrogen,  if  "balanced  with  phosphate  and  pota.sh,  gives  spectac- 
ular results  in  increasing  corn  production.    As  a  national  average  every 
two  pounds  of  nitrogen  added  to  corn  will  increase  production  "by  one 
"bushel,     (Average  price  of  two  pounds  of  fertilizer  nitrogen  is  somewhere 
around  30  to  35  cents  per  pound),    Nitrogen  for  corn  is  therefore  one  of 
the  "best  investments  a  farmer  can  make. 

Realizing,  of  course,  that  yield  responses  of  corn  to  nitrogen 
applications  vary  with  differences  in  soil  and  growing  conditions  and 
that  prices  of  fertilizers  vary  throughout  the  country. . .here's  what  it 
could  mean. 

A  farmer  using  2C0  pounds  of  3-12-12  per  acre  on  5°  acres  of 
corn  gets  a  yield  of  kl  "bushels  to  the  acre  or  2050  "bushels,  which  C  61.60 
a  "bushel,  is  worth  $3280c00.     If  he  had  used  instead  200  pounds  of  6-12-12 
per  acre  costing  an  additional  $50.00  plus  a  side  dressing  of  60  pounds 
of  ammonium  sulphate  or  its  equivalent  in  other  nitrogen  materials  costing 
perhaps  $90.00,  his  yield  could  reasonably  have  "been  expected  to  be  50 
"bushels  to  the  acre  or  25OG  "bushels  of  corn  worth  $^000. 00.    For  an  ex- 
penditure of  $1^0 t 00  he  would  have  received  a  return  of  something  like 
$720.00. 

The  committee  and  the  Department  are  recommending  that  corn 
farmers  insist  that  suppliers  furnish  them  with  fertilizers  containing 
adequate  quantities  of  nitrogen.    And  a  good  way  to  get  the  kind  and 
amount  of  fertilizer  wanted  is  to  order  early. 

Best  Chicks  Also  lay 

Department  specialists  remind  us  that  now' 3  the  season  for  en- 
couraging the  buying  of  the  right  kind  of  chicks.    A  dual-purpose  is  ac- 
complished with  their  use.    Feed  grains  are  used  more  efficiently  and 
producers  get  a  better  investment.    Odds  are  against  ever  making  good  pro- 
ducers out  of  poor  quality  chicks  and  specialists  say  it  pays  to  buy  the 
best  even  though  they  may  cost  a  few  cents  more. 

Farmers  can  be  sure  they're  getting  top  quality  chicks  by  (1) 
knowing  the  source,  (2)  buying  direct  from  a  breeder  or  hatchery,  prefer- 
ably one  in  their  own  locality,  and  (3)  getting  chicks  bred  for  the  pur- 
poses desired:    egg  production,  meat  production  or  a  combination  of  both. 
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By  knowing  the  hatchery  farmers  can  make  sure  it  carries  out  accepted  sani 
tation  ani  disease  control  measures ,  such  as  a  gocd  pullorum  testing  pro- 
gran,  and  he  sure  they're  getting  chicks  that  have  given  excellent  per- 
formance in  their  locality. 

"How  about  selecting  chicks  "by  grades,  such  as  Grade  A,  Double 
A,  Triple  A,  etc,?"    You  can:t  tell  a  thing  from  that  kind  of  grade  unless 
you  know  what  the  particular  hatchery  means  "by  it0    However,  hatcheries 
cooperating  in  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  label  their  chicks 
on  two  specific  points  of  quality %  --pullorya  testing  and  'breeding  improve- 
ment-,   Potn  these  qualities  are  checked  and  labeled  under  the  direct  super 
vision  of  the  official  State  agency  administering  KPIP.    Chicks  sold  as 
IT.  S.  Pullorum  Clean  come  from  flocks  with  no  reactors  to  the  pullorum 
disease  tests  on  at  least  two  successive  tests,    IL  S,  Pullorum  Passed 
means  no  reactors  on  the  last  official  testa    U,  S.  Pullorum  Controlled 
means  less  than  two  percent  reacxors,  all  of  which  have  been  removed 
before  hatching  eggs  are  saved.    All  of  the  k,500  hatcheries  under  NPIP 
must  do  official  blood  testing  and  qualify  under  one  of  these  classes. 

As  for  better  breeding  labels,  there  are  two  classifications  on 
that  count,     U,  S,  Certified  hatcheries  meet  the  higher  requirements.  All 
their  hatching-egg  flocks  mast  be  mated  to  pedigreed  males  frcm  high  egg- 
prcdacing  parents.     In  the  second  classification,  U    5 .  Approved,  the 
breeding  stock  have  been  selected  on  the  basis  of  physical  appearance. 
There  are  also  a  number  of  other  minimum  requirements  in  the  Plan  that 
relate  to  chick  quality. 

Some  people  wonder  about  what  breed.    Department  specialists 
tell  us  that  actually  the  performance  of  a  particular  strain  is  more  im- 
portant than  the  breed.    Just  make  sure  the  chicks  are  from  a  strain  which 
will  produce  eggs  and  poultry  meat  efficiently.    In  general,  it's  a  gocd 
idea  to  select  one  of  the  breeds  or  crosses  which  lias  given  gocd  satis- 
faction in  the  local  erea.    At  present ;  half  of  the  hatcheries  of  the 
nation  in  h"J  States  are  voluntarily  operating  under  the  Plan  and  these 
hatcheries  produce  at  least  two  out  of  every  three  chicks. 

As  mentioned  in  our  November  16  Letter,  the  newest  phase  of 
NPI?  is  the  meat  production  testing  program  created  in  the  fall  of  1950 
as  a  result  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  broiler  industry.  Cooperating 
breeders  conduct  a  random  sample  test  under  supervision  and  results  of 
the  tests  are  published  so  that  chick  buyers  ca*i  get  information  about 
the  comparative  quality  of  meat -producing  strains 0    Farmers  can  find  out 
where  to  locate  NPIP  breeders  or  hatcheries  by  contacting  the  poultry  de- 
partment of  their  State  Agricultural  College  or  from  their  local  county 
agent . 

Costs  Up. . .Prices Down 

Latest  Department  report  on  farm  prices  shows  those  received  by 
farmers  were  down  by  about  2  percent  during  the  month  ending  January  15... 
prices  paid  by  farmers,  interest,  taxes,  and  farm  wages  averaged  over  1 
percent  above  a  month  earlier. 
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Heavy  Seedings . . .Better  Cotton  Stands 

Department  and  Texas  researchers  report  that  cotton  growers  can 
get  "better  stands  by  heavy  seeding  in  areas  where  rain  tends  to  crust  the 
soil,    Optimum  rates  run  as  high  as  a  "bushel  or  more  per  acre.    In  ex- 
periments ,  run  on  the  high  plains  of  Texas,  scientists  found  the  combined 
efforts  of  thickly  planted  cotton  seedlings  made  them  "better  able  to  force 
their  way  through  soil  crust. 

Trend  in  recent  years  has  "been  to  cut  the  rate  of  seeding  in 
order  to  cut  labor  costs  of  chopping.    Findings  point  out,  however,  that 
the  lighter  seedings  on  heavy  soils  may  "be  more  costly  in  the  long  run 
"because  they  often  result  in  poor  stands"  and  reseeding. 

,  ;   In  tests,  20  days  after  seeding, over  half  (5^.6  percent)  of  the 
seedlings  planted  half  an  inch  apart'  were  up,  while  less  than  two-fifths 
(37.1  percent)  of  those  planted  three  inches  apart  were  a*bove  ground.  Al- 
though disease  had  taken  a  heavier  toll  of  the  more  thickly  planted  cot- 
ton, the  remaining  plants  were  healthier,  larger,  and  more  vigorous. 

national  Farm  Institute 

Next  Friday  and  Saturday,  Feb.  15  and  16,  the  National  Farm 
Institute  is  slated  for  Des  Moines,    RFD  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  invites  all 
farm  broadcasters  to  attend  and  mentions  the  special  radio  and  press  par- 
ty on  the  agenda  for  9  p.m.  Thursday,  Fe"b.  lk}  in  the  Fort  Des  Moines 
Hotel,    Looks  like  a  top  list  of  speakers  and  discussions  lined  up  for 
this  year's  Institute. . .many  of  the  speakers  will  "be  at  the  Thursday 
evening  session. 

For  Your  Calendar  . 

The  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  folks  have  set  June  10 
to  13  as  the  dates  for  their  Biennial  National  Plans  Conference  in  Dallas, 
Texas.    Breeders  and  hatchery  people  from  the  ^7  cooperating  States  (all 
except  Nevada)  will  attend  to  take  a  hand  in  laying  out  future  activi- 
ties of  "both  the  National  Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement  Plans.  We'll 
try  to  give  you  a  follow-up  report  on  that  meeting, 

National  Home  Demonstration  Week 

April  27  to  May  3  has  "been  set  for  the  seventh  annual  observance 
of  this  week.    As  many  of  you  remember  its  purpose  is  to  acquaint  the 
public  with  what  heme  demonstration  work  is  and  does.    Incidentally,  adlocl 
meaning  has  been  given  to  the  week  by  the  announcement  that  '51  saw  a  re- 
cord high  number  of  homemakers  serving  as  leaders  in  home  demonstration 
work.    General  theme  of  the  week  is  "Today's  Home  Builds  Tomorrow's  World." 
-Aja  sure  local  Extension  home  agents  will  be  helpful  in  working  out  fea- 
tures if  you're  interested. 

Livestock  Eeport  Next  Thursday 

February  1^  brings  the  Department's  report  on  numbers  and  value 
of  livestock  on  farms  as  of  January  1  this  year. 
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Excerpts  from  UNESCO 

From  the  third  Annual  UNESCO  Conference  held  in  New  York  last 
week  come  a  few  remarks  from  Director  of  Extension  M.  L.  Wilson's  pre- 
sentation.   Think  most  RFD's  would  agree  with  M,  L.  when  he  said  "that 
next  to  military  power,  food  is  prohahly  the  most  important  single  factor 
in  the  present  cold  war." 

The  world  has  three  main  resources  on  which  the  hope  of  food 
production  lies. . .people,  land  and  water,  and  science.    The  most  impor- 
tant:   science..   Two-thirds  of  the  world  workers  are  farmers  so  there  is 
no  worl£  shortage  of  lahor.    Itfs  true  that  some  increase  in  food  produc- 
tion can  "be  made  "by  wider  use  of  irrigation  and  through  expansion  of  pro- 
duction into  jungle  areas  of  South  America,  Africa,  Pacific  Islands,  and 
some  cold  regions  of  the  North.    But  it  will  he  improved  "know-how"  and 
superior  crops,  animals,  farm  tools,  chemicals,  etc.,  that  will  make  the 
"biggest  advance  in  world  food  production, 

USDA  alone  will  shortly  have  150  technicians  working  in  2h  coun- 
tries as  its  part  of  the  technical  assistance  program  working  toward  the 
advancement  of  this  most  vital  resource. 

"We  should  also  remember  that  sending  Americans  ahroad  is  only 
one  part  of  the  technical  assistance  program.    Another  important  part  is 
in  "bringing  people  here  to  study  our  agriculture.    This  is  an  important 
part  of  all  the  programs  -  FAO,  Point  Four,  ECA,  and  the  work  of  non-govern- 
mental organizations.    This  year  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will 
handle  ahout  3,300  foreign  visitors  in  the  field  of  agriculture.  These 
do  not  include  the  many  hundreds  of  foreign  students  studying  in  our  agri- 
cultural colleges.    These  foreign  visitors  are  sent  out  from  Washington 
to  the  Land-Grant  Colleges  and  from  there  into  the  counties  where  they 
visit  with  technicians,  farm  organization  leaders  and  farmers.    An  in- 
creasing number  of  farm  youth  and  young  farmers  are  also  "being  "brought  over, 

,{We  should  remember  that  changing  farming  practices  is  slow, 
particularly  when  the  farmers  are  illiterate  and  so  poor  that  they  cannot 
afford  to  try  anything  new  until  they  have  seen  it  proven. 

"Technical  assistance  is  "beginning  to  "be  "big  enough  to  have  an 
impact.  And  it  will  have  a  terrific  impact  if  we  have  patience  and  con- 
tinue to  give  it  our  support." 

Included 

Enclosures  this  week  include  two  of  the  "More  Meat  for  Defense" 
series  that  we  think  you'll  find  timely  during  the  next  couple  of  months. 
One's  on  "The  First  Week  For  Your  Bahy  Pigs"  ...  the  other  "Better  Manage- 
ment Increases  Lamb  Production. " 

For  the  woman  appeal  in  your  farm  programs  we  include  a  copy 
of  "Planning  the  Kitc-hen  and  Workroom. " 


National  k-R  Club  Week  comes  around  the  first  week  in  next  month, 
March  1  to  9«    Included  is  a  fact  sheet  that  may  help  in  planning  features 
for  that  occasion. 
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Spoaking  of  k-E  Club  Week 

Joe  Tonkin  is  sending  a  recorded  series  of  spots  for  the  week 
(all  less  than  a  minute)  with  personalities  such  as  Everett  Mitchell  and 
Boh  Feller  to  State  Extension  Editors.    For  TV  use  he's  preparing  2X2 
standard  slides  and  spot  copy  for' station  "breaks.    Your  State  Extension 
Editor  can  supply  them. 

Movie:     "Save  More  Lambs" 

The  Department's  Motion  Picture  Service  has  just  released  the 
educational  movie,  "Save  More  Lambs."    It's  a  7  minute  "black  and  white 
picture,  aimed  at  farm  flock  owners,  that  presents  the  latest  information 
on  care  of  eves  at  lambing' time  and  is  designed  to  cut  lamb  losses.  It's 
"been  distributed  to  film  libraries  in  some  30  States  east  of  the  Rockies 
and  in  the  Midwest  and  Northeast. 

Youth  Exchanges  to  Puerto  Rico 

Had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  "briefly  with  nine  young  men  and 
women  from  U,  S.  farms  last  week.    They  were  on  their  way  to  Puerto  Rico 
to  take  part  in  the  recently  established  IFYE  exchange  down  there.  Dele- 
gates were  David  Eddington,  Wyoming;  Lucille  Neal,  Ohio;  Carol  Martin, 
Massachusetts;  Doris  Baity,  Illinois;  Ulyss  Word,  Jr.,  Arkansas;  Nyron 
Tapp,  Jr.,  and  Howard  Ragland,  Kentucky;  Helen  McGlaughlin,  Montana;  and 
Patricia  Spencer,  Indiana.    They'll  be  living  and  working  with  Puerto 
Rican  farm  families  for  four  weeks,  spend  a  week  at  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico,  another  week  traveling  with  Extension  agents  visiting  farm- 
ers and  4-H'ers  then  after  a  brief  visit  to  the  Virgin  Islands  return  to 
the  U.  S.  in  March  to  tell  the  folks  back  home  all  about  it. 

Among  Ourselves 

Sandy  Saunders,  WKY,  reports  that  he's  acquired  "another  hand" 
in  the  farm  department.    He's  Harold  Dedrick  formerly  a  County  Agent  in 
the  Sooner  State;  now  associate  farm  director  for  WKY. 

On  January  28th  Phil  Alampi,  WJZ,  celebrated  his  sixth  anniver- 
sary with  that  station.    Understand  PhilTs  missed  only  one  broadcast 
during  that  time  on  a  six-day  a  week  schedule,     (Good  ear  for  the  alarm 
clock,  huh?) 

Sincerely, 

Km, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Enclosures:  Ass't  Director  of  Information 

Home  &  Garden  Bull.  No.  12       for  Radio  and  Television 
Fact  Sheet  on  k-H.  Club  Week 
Better  Management  Increases  Lamb  Production 
The  First  Week  for  Your  Baby  Pigs 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  The 
Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bo"b  Crom.    Feb.  16  feature  on  "1952  I.F.Y.E. 
Program  Plans"  with  Ed  Aiton,  National  k-E  Foundation.    Feb.  23  feature 
"Two  New  Breeds  of  Hogs"  with  John  Zeller,  USDA,  and  Dr.  Foster,  Univer- 
sity of  Maryland,  telling  that  story. 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor". . .originates  12:15  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST.    Monday  through  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  Washington. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour... 1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    Feb.  16  features  Everett  Mitchell  reporting 
on  Annual  Billings,  Montana,  Farm  Institute  from  KGHL;  National  FFA  Week 
recognized  from  WNBC,  New  York  City  with  A.  W.  Tenney,  Nat'l  Exec.  Sec'y 
and  Donald  Staheli,  National  FFA  President.    Feb.  23  features  the  story 
of  "The  Fifth  Plate"  with  Under  Secretary  C.  J.  McCormick,  PMA  Adminis- 
trator Gus  Geissler,  and  SCS  Chief  Robert  Salter  from  USDA,  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney  from  Washington. 


• 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  22,  1952 
Letter  No.  517 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


A  progress  report  of  the  consolidation  of  State  USDA  offices 
came  across  my  desk  this  week. • .here's  a  "dehydrated"  version  of  its  con- 
tent.   Thirteen  States  have  completed  consolidation. • .eight  more  are 
nearing  the  final  stages.    Location  of  consolidation  has  "been  granted  in 
13  more  States  where  development  of  space  plans  are  still  pending.  The 
other  Ih  States  are  still  working  on  determining  the  most  suitable  loca- 
tion for  consolidation, 

Iowa  was  the  first  State  to  consolidate.    This  week  we  got  word 
of  Louisiana1 s  moving  into  a  new  location  in  Alexandria.    That  consoli- 
dation involved  movement  of  SCS,  FCIC,  and  PMA  offices  from  Baton  Rouge. 

Beet  Thinner  May  Beat  Labor  Problem 

Michigan  and  Department  ag  engineers  have  come  up  with  a  labor 
saving  mechanical  thinner  and  weeder  for  use  on  sugar  "beets.    The  machine 
cuts  hand  labor  by  30  to  50  percent.    It's  a  two-row,  tractor  mounted, 
power-take-off  driven  machine.    Two  spring-tined    wheels  operate  on  each 
row.    They  turn  in  opposite  direction  to  one  another  and  at  right  angles 
to  the  row.    A  gage  wheel,  located  between  the  two  tined  wheels,  runs  di- 
rectly over  the  row  of  beets  and  allows  for  accurate  control  of  penetra- 
tion.   Twenty-five  commercial  thinners  are  slated  to  be  equipped  with  the 
counter- rotating  spring-tined  wheels  by  the  sugar  beet  industry  for  fur- 
ther testing  this  year. 

Ag  Specialists  Needed 

Will  call  your  attention  to  the  recent  release  sent  you  on  the 
need  for  persons  qualified  for  foreign  agricultural  work.    If  you  know 
of  any  likely  candidates  please  pass  the  word  along  to  them..    Details  are 
in  release  USDA  3^5-52. 


New  Spot  Cotton  Market 


Fresno,  California,  goes  down  in  history  as  the  first  bona  fide 
cotton  spot  market  in  the  far  western  cotton  area,  Effective  date:  March 
21,  1952. 
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Vending  Machines  Boost  Milk  Sales 

Human  nutritionists  in  the  Department  report  that  milk  vending 
machines  in  such  places  as  offices,  factories,  schools,  and  railroad  sta- 
tions may  make  f52  a  record  milk  consumption  year0    (Present  high  is  *k6 
with  270  quarts  per  capita) 0    Experiments  indicate  that  much  of  the  milk 
purchased  from  machines  at  snack  times  may  "be  in  addition  to  the  regular 
diet,    For  example,  one  study  made  in  a  Boy  Scout  Camp  of  100  "boys  and 
25  staff  members  showed  that  individuals  of  the  group  still  "bought  over 
a  hundred  half  pints  of  milk  daily 0 

Deadly  Radio 

Don't  quote  me  on  this.,ebut  from  this  note  I  suppose  we  could 
expect  that  someday  they  may  "be  using  farm  service  "broadcasts  to  kill 
grain  "bugsc"    Nebraska  and  Department  researchers  have  succeeded  in  kill- 
ing all  adult  rice  weevils  in  samples  of  stored  wheat  with  a  9  second  ex- 
posure to  radio  frequency  waves.    At  present  cost  is  too  high  to  compete 
with  fumigatione    (But  think  what  they'll  call  RFD's  if  they  ever  get  that 
cost  down. 0 . . ) 

Speaking  of  Wheat 

Chief  Department  wheat  "breeder,  Karl  Quisenberry,  told  growers 
at  their  National  Association  at  Denver  last  week  that  wheat  varieties  as 
winter-hardy  as  rye  are  possibilities. 

Television  Topics 

Maynard  Speece  recently  called  my  attention  to  a  "gimmick"  used 
"by  the  Washington  Film  Council  to-  stress  the  importance  of  a  research  meet- 
ing "being  announced,,    They  listed  ten  true-false  statements  concerning 
films  and  television  to  let  each  member  check  up  on  his  own  "production 
I.Qe"  so  to  speak.    Maynard  suggests  a  similar  approach  for  a  television 
section  in  the  RFD  Letter,    In  other  words  finding  out  what  we  do  know... 
not  Just  our  hunches  and  hopes,  not  just  our  "beliefs  and  claims. .  .but  what 
we  do  know  about  television  on  the  basis  of  research. 

If  you  agree  and  have  TV  questions  you'd  like  to  get  scientific 
answers  f or 3.. send  them  in.    We'll  try  and  get  the  best  answer  to  them. 

As  an  example , c . "how  effective  is  drama  in  instructional  or  edu- 
cational television?" 

Navy  research  found  that  drama  by  itself  isn't  very  effective. 
Their  experiments  showed  the  best  teaching  method  used  was  narrative  com- 
bined with  drama  or  with  film  that  explained  and  amplified  what  the  nar- 
rator was  talking  about.  They  also  found  that  the  amount  of  learning  is 
directly  related  to  explicitness  or  treatment c  Topics  covered  in  detail 
in  television  sessions  produced  large  gains  in  knowledge.  Subjects  treated 
sketchily  or  indirectly  were  not  grasped  by  most  of  the  viewers. 

What's  your  question? 
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More  Meat  From  Same  Feed  .  . 

Ted  Byerly,  Animal  Husbandry  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry, recently  cited  a  few  examples  in  a  recent  Department  "seminar"  of 
how  feeders  can  increase  feed  efficiency.    Thought  you  might  find  them 
usable. 

He  points  out  that  a  30-bushel  corn  crop  would  make  300  pounds 
of  "beef.    If  good  silage  were  made  from  that  same  crop  a  feeder  would  get 
about  500  pounds  of  "beef.    A  hundred  bushel  to  the  acre  corn  would  mean  a 
thousand  pounds  of  beef  livoweight. ,  .that  amount  of  corn  fed  in  silage 
form  would  turn  out  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  pounds  of  beef. 
Granted,  labor  as  well  as  capital  outlay  is  required  to  extend  the  use  of 
silage... but  it  would  probably  pay  off  in  most  cases. 

By  using  protein  supplements  with  corn  for  hogs  6  bushels  of 
corn  produce  what  10  bushels  will  produce  alone.    An  increase  of  1  pig 
per  litter  would  save  more  than  10  pounds  of  feed  for  every  100  pounds  of 
pork  produced. .  .that  *s  more  than  a  million  tons  in  the  production  of  the 
same  total  liveweight  of  pigs.    Such  an  increase  in  size  of  litters  would 
enable  us  to  slaughter  the  same  tonnage  at  20  pounds  lighter  weight  per 
head, . .result:    more  pork  and  less  lard. 

Livestock  Report 

Annual  livestock  inventories  by  farmers  on  January  1st  showed 
about  a  k  percent  increase.    Roughly  it  amounted  to  5  percent  more  meat 
animals,  a  slight  drop  in  milk  stock  (now  the  lowest  in  22  years),  chick- 
ens up  2  percent,  and  turkeys  up  15  percent  over  last  year.    Beef  cattle 
numbers  are  at  a  new  high. ,,88  million  head.    All  States  except  New 
Mexico  have  more  cattle  on  farms  than  a  year  ago.    As  we  might  expect 
horse  and  mule  numbers  dropped  again. . .there,  are  now  about  a  fifth  as 
many  horses  as  in  1915.. .about  a  third  as  many  mules  as  in  1925. 

Grasslands  Congress  Agenda 

Skeleton  for  the  program  of  the  Sixth  International  Grasslands 
Congress  (Aug.  17-22)  has  been  drawn  up.    Itfll  cover,  genetics,  breeding, 
improvement  and  management  of  cultivated  grasslands,  improvement  and 
handling  of  range  lands,  soil  and  water  conservation,  seed  production, 
harvesting  and  curing  of  hay  and  forages,  and  forage  utilization  in  live- 
stock feeding. 

Grass  and  Legume  Seed  Survey 

State  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  have  been  asked  to 
survey  seedsmen  and  others  who  can  help  in  getting  an  accurate  estimate 
of  the  amounts  and  varieties  of  grass  and  legume  seeds  needed  aB  far  ahead 
as  1958.    The  growing  importance  of  improved  grasslands  ie  rapidly  step- 
ping up  demand  for  more  adapted  and  improved  grass  and  legume  seeds. 
State  Committee  reports  will  help  in  designing  production  and  distribution 
programs  to  assure  farmers  of  having  that  seed  when  needed. 
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Corn,  Bice,  Bean  Support  Level 

The  Department  announced  last  week  support  prices  on  four  1952 
crops.    Corn  at  a  national  average  of  not  less  than  $1,60  per  "bushel,  rice 
at  not  less  than  $5*°^  per  hundred,  soybeans  at  $2, 56  a  "bushel,  and  dry 
edible  "beans  at  a  national  average  of  approximately  85  percent  of  last 
January  lath's  parity  price. 

New  Soybean 

Last  week's  press  release  (USDA  338-52)  on  the  ninth  in  a  series 
of  superior  soybeans  was  sent  to  all  RFD's.    The  "Perry"  is  the  result  of 
cooperative  work  "between  the  Department  and  Experiment  Stations  in  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Kansas. 

Economists  Foresee 

Use  of  "butter  may  slip  to  a  record  low  in  '52,  "but  fluid  milk, 
ice  cream  and  some  manufactured  dairy  products  are  expected,  to  go  a"bove 
last  year's  figure. 

Working  Example 

Many  times  we  hear  "disease  resistance"  and  "multiple  resistance" 
"but  plant  specialists  remind  us  that  a  lot  of  work  precedes  "tacking" 
those  two  words  onto  a  new  variety.    Recently  ran  across  a  rather  striking 
example  of  what  they  mean. 

Department  researchers  transplanted  ^,0^0  tobacco  seedlingB 
from  202  lines  into  greenhouse  soil  infested  with  "black  root  rotr.  The 
plants  that  shoved  immunity  to  root  rot  were  then  heavily  shaded  and  ino- 
culated with  "blue  mold.    Survivors  of  this  "battle  ...  now  only  kl5  in  num- 
ber .  e .  Were  set  into  the  field  and  sprayed  with  wildfire  "bacteria  follow- 
ing a  moist,  humid  night.    The  wildfire  test  served  also  for  another  dis- 
ease, blackfire,  since  immunity  to  one  insures  immunity  to  the  other,  A 
few  weeks  later  all  the  plants  were  inoculated  with  common  mosaic.  Final- 
ly, late  in  the  summer  they  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  natural  infection 
of  "brown  spot.    After  all  this,  the  plants  were  checked  for  type.  End 
result:    32  selections  out  of  the  original  ^,0i+0  plants, .  .that  figures 
out  to  "be  an  elimination  of  99.2  percent. 

k-R  Film  Strip 

State  film  libraries  have  been  sent  a  copy  of  the  new  film  strip 
on  k-E  Club  work  in  the  Uc  S0    It  was  originally  prepared  for  ECA  for  use 
in  explaining  club  work  in  foreign  countries. 

Included 

"Quality  Counts  in  Chicks"  and  "Feed  Reserves  Safeguard  the 
Breeding  Herd"  of  the  More  Meat  for  Defense  Beries  are  enclosed  this  week 
as  possible  helps  for  features  or  air  copy.     "The  Agricultural  Outlook 
Digest"  with  some  current  facts  on  the  business  side  of  farming  is  also 
enclosed. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

CBS  Farm  News.  * 0 originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:1+5  p.m.  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney  from  Washington. 

ABC  American  Farmer, . .originates  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom.    March  1  features  the 
"Opening  of  the  National  k-R  Club  Week"  with  Joe  Tonkin  interviewing  *i--Hers 
Kenneth  Richter  of  Viola,  Delaware,  and  Beverly  Short  of  Cheswold,  Delaware. 
March  8  feature  comes  from  WIZE  Springfield,  Ohio,  with  Larry  Sarbaugh  and 
guests  telling  the  story  of  fifty  years  k-R  work  in  Ohio* 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Eour..cl:00  to  1:30  p9m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    March  1st  program  pays  a  visit  to  the  1952 
convention  of  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  at 
Cleveland.    WTAM  RFD  Jim  Chapman  interviews  Waters  Sc  Davis,  Jr.,  of 
League  City,  Texas;  W.  E.  Silverwood,  Redlands,  Calif.,  and  Margaret  Suhr 
Reed  of  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer.    March  1  show  also  "kicks  off"  a  trip 
to  Latin  America  for  Everett  Mitchell ■    March  8  broadcast  features  a  re- 
corded report  "by  Everett  from  Central  America, 

Liberty  Network. "Your  Country  Visitor". , .originates  12:15  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST.,  Monday  through  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  V/ashington. 

Weekly  Television  Show 

CBS  Morning  News. # .CBS-TV  Network. 0 . originates  1Q;00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EST  from  New  York,    Five  minutes  of  "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from 
USDA  in  Washington  with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy. 

Among  Ourselves 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  notifies  us  that  he  has  a  new  assistant.  He's 
Arnold  Peterson  former  Douglas  County,  Nebraska,  Extension  Agent.  Arnold 
Joins  Mai  on  March  1st.  Speaking  of  Mai.., we  learn  that  his  noon  TV  show 
now  has  sponsors  for  all  days, 

Jerry  Seaman  reports  plans  for  a  trip  he  and  Everett  Mitchell 
are  taking.    Destination:    Latin  America. , ,tbey  leave  March  2, 

Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  stopped  by  the  Department  while  in  Washington 
this  week  and  picked  up  a  few  recordings  for  Corn  Belt  listeners. 

Phil  and  Ruth  Alampi's  "Home  Gardener"  television  show  resumes 
on  March  1,  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 

Bob  Parker,  Ext.  RFD,  South  Dakota,  writes  that  he's  doing  a 
bit  of  "experimental  cookery"  in  the  radio  recording  field.  Research 
shows  stations  in  his  State  vary  in  the  length  of  recording  most  to  their 
liking.    So  Bob's  putting  out  recordings  on  each  topic  at  three  lengths... 
ranging  from  a  minute  and  a  quarter  to  twelve  and  a  quarter.    We'll  be 
interested  in  hearing  his  conclusions  after  a  few  months  of  operation. 
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New  Federal  Seed  Laboratory 

A  Federal  seed  laboratory  has  "been  set  up  at  the  New  Jersey 
College  of  Agriculture  at  New' Brunswick.    The  principal  activity  at  New 
Brunswick  will  he  the  testing  of  seed  offered  for  importation  through 
Atlantic  ports  south  to  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Wool  Price  Support  Program  to  Operate  Through  Loans  in  1952 

Department  officials  announced  this  week  that  the  price  support 
program  on  shorn  wool  in  1952  will  operate  through  a  loan  program  rather 
than  a  purchase  program  as  in  recent  years,    Average  level  of  support  has 
"been  announced  previously  at  90  percent  of  parity  and  details  with  the 
dollars -and -cents  support  price  will  "be  announced  about  April  1  when  the 
wool  marketing  year  for  price  support  purposes  begins. 

To  be  eligible  for  loan,  title  of  shorn  wool  must  rest  with  the 
producer.    The  wool  must  be  placed  in  an  approved  warehouse,  and  must  be 
in  a  merchantable  condition* 


Sincerely, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

Enclosures: 

The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 

Feed  Reserves  Safeguard  the  Breeding  Herd 

Quality  Counts  in  Chicks 
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